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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Applicants respectfully submit this Preliminary Amendment in the above-referenced case. 
Consideration of this case in view of the amendments made herein is respectfully requested. 



AMENDMENT 

In the Specification : 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

At page 1, line 1 5 please insert the following paragraph: 
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-This application claims priority to French Application No. 00/14903 filed 17 November 

2000.-- 



In the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 1-12, without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Please add new claims 13-30 as follows: 

—13. (New) A process of obtaining photochromic latex comprising: 

preparing a mixture comprising at least one organic monomer Z, which monomer 

comprises at least one C=C group and is polymerizable by a radical process, at 

least one organic photochromic compound, at least one surfactant, water, and a 

polymerization primer; 
forming a miniemulsion of the mixture, the miniemulsion comprising an organic phase 

dispersed in an aqueous phase; 
polymerizing of the reaction mixture, and 
recovering photochromic latex. 

14. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein the polymerization primer is mixed with the 
other components of the mixture before formation of the miniemulsion. 

15. (New) The method of claim 14, wherein additional polymerization primer is added to the 
mixture after formation of the miniemulsion 

1 6. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein the polymerization primer is mixed with the 
other components of the mixture after formation of the miniemulsion. 

17. (New) The process of claim 13, further comprising degassing miniemulsion before the 
addition of the primer. 
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18. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein the polymerization primer is added to the 
mixture during the formation of the miniemulsion. 

19. (New) The method of claim 13, wherein the organic phase is dispersed in the aqueous 
phase in the form of droplets having a diameter of 50 to 500 nm, 

20. (New) The method of claim 19, wherein the organic phase is dispersed in the aqueous 
phase in the form of droplets having a diameter of 50 to 300 nm. 

21 . (New) The process of claim 13, wherein the organic monomer Z is an alkyl (meth) 
acrylate. 

22. (New) The process of claim 13, wherein the photochromic compound is a chromene or 
spirooxazine. 

23. (New) The process of claim 13, wherein the Z monomer is an alkyl methacrylate and the 
photochromic compound is a spirooxazine. 

24. (New) The process of claim 13, wherein the mixture further comprises at least one 
stabilization agent. 

25. (New) The process of claim 24, wherein the stabilization agent is an n-alkane, a 
halogenated n-alkane, a fatty alcohol, or an ester of a fatty alcohol. 

26. (New) The process of claim 25, wherein the stabilization agent is hexadecane, cetyl 
alcohol, or stearyl methacrylate. 

27. (New) The process of claim 13, wherein the polymerization primer is soluble in the 
aqueous phase or in the organic phase. 



25095637.1 



3 



28. (New) The process of claim 27, wherein the polymerization primer is 
azobisisobutyronitrile or 2,2'-azobis (2-amidinopropane) dihydrochloride or sodium persulfate. 

29. (New) The process of claim 13, wherein formation of the miniemulsion comprises 
passing the mixture through microfluidiser. 

30. (New) A photochromic latex prepared by a process comprising: 

preparing a mixture comprising at least one organic monomer Z, which monomer 

comprises at least one C=C group and is polymerizable by a radical process, at 
least one organic photochromic compound, at least one surfactant, water, and a 
polymerization primer; 

forming a miniemulsion of the mixture, the miniemulsion comprising an organic phase 
dispersed in an aqueous phase; 

polymerizing of the reaction mixture, and 

recovering photochromic latex.- 

REMARKS 

The specification has been amended to recite the priority data, to cancel claims 1-12 of 
the prior application, and to add new claims 13-30. Support for the new claims is found in the 
specification and claims as originally filed. The filing fee has been calculated after amendment 
of the claims by the preliminary amendment. For the convenience of the Examiner, a clean set of 
the pending claims is attached hereto as Appendix A. 
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Should any additional fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1.21 be required, the Commissioner 
is hereby authorized to deduct said fees from Fulbright & Jaworski Deposit Account No. 50- 
1212/101 11335/MBW. 



600 Congress Avenue, Suite 2400 
Austin, Texas 78701 
512.536.3035 (voice) 
512.536.4598 (fax) 

Date: November 16, 2001 




Mark B. Wilson 
Reg. No. 37,259 
Attorney for Applicant 



FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI L.L.P. 
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APPENDIX A 
Pending Claims 

13. A process of obtaining photochromic latex comprising: 

preparing a mixture comprising at least one organic monomer Z, which monomer 

comprises at least one C=C group and is polymerizable by a radical process, at 
least one organic photochromic compound, at least one surfactant, water, and a 
polymerization primer; 

forming a miniemulsion of the mixture, the miniemulsion comprising an organic phase 
dispersed in an aqueous phase; 

polymerizing of the reaction mixture, and 

recovering photochromic latex. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the polymerization primer is mixed with the other 
components of the mixture before formation of the miniemulsion. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein additional polymerization primer is added to the 
mixture after formation of the miniemulsion 

16. The method of claim 13, wherein the polymerization primer is mixed with the other 
components of the mixture after formation of the miniemulsion. 

17. The process of claim 13, further comprising degassing miniemulsion before the addition 
of the primer. 

18. The method of claim 13, wherein the polymerization primer is added to the mixture 
during the formation of the miniemulsion. 

19. The method of claim 13, wherein the organic phase is dispersed in the aqueous phase in 
the form of droplets having a diameter of 50 to 500 nm, 
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20. The method of claim 19, wherein the organic phase is dispersed in the aqueous phase in 
the form of droplets having a diameter of 50 to 300 nm. 

21. The process of claim 13, wherein the organic monomer Z is an alkyl (meth) acrylate. 

22. The process of claim 13, wherein the photochromic compound is a chromene or 
spirooxazine. 

23. The process of claim 13, wherein the Z monomer is an alkyl methacrylate and the 
photochromic compound is a spirooxazine. 

24. The process of claim 13, wherein the mixture further comprises at least one stabilization 
agent. 

25. The process of claim 24, wherein the stabilization agent is an n-alkane, a halogenated n- 
alkane, a fatty alcohol, or an ester of a fatty alcohol. 

26. The process of claim 25, wherein the stabilization agent is hexadecane, cetyl alcohol, or 
stearyl methacrylate. 

27. The process of claim 13, wherein the polymerization primer is soluble in the aqueous 
phase or in the organic phase. 

28. The process of claim 27, wherein the polymerization primer is azobisisobutyronitrile or 
2,2 ? -azobis (2-amidinopropane) dihydrochloride or sodium persulfate. 

29. The process of claim 13, wherein formation of the miniemulsion comprises passing the 
mixture through microfluidiser. 

30. A photochromic latex prepared by a process comprising: 
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preparing a mixture comprising at least one organic monomer Z, which monomer 

comprises at least one C=C group and is polymerizable by a radical process, at 
least one organic photochromic compound, at least one surfactant, water, and a 
polymerization primer; 

forming a miniemulsion of the mixture, the miniemulsion comprising an organic phase 
dispersed in an aqueous phase; 

polymerizing of the reaction mixture, and 

recovering photochromic latex. 
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